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1*  Tour  attention  le  invited  to  the  attached  ^rreepondence  from  Hq  USAF  relative 
to  the  above  subject.  • 

2.  Ae  indicated  in  the  attached  letter  (Para  1)  no  definite  conclusions  can  be 
reached  on  the  infomation  presented.  Hot^ever^  it  has  been  the  experience  of  this  office 
that  observations  in  the  air  especially  at  night  are  often  very  deceiving  even  to  the 
most  experienced  observers. 

3.  A check  of  the  files  in  this  office  reveals  no  other  reports  which  add  anything 
to  the  report  in  question  with  regard  to  both  the  time  and  location  involved.  Remest 
the  matter  be  investigated  by  your  office  to  determine  vdibther  any  othtrpersons  re- 
ported similar  observations  vhich  would  coincide  from  the  standpoint  of  time  and  general 
locati on. 
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HAROLD  £.  WATSON 
Colonel , USAF 
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"°i"'V/’'o  Unclassified 


Dee  29  1950 


SIBJECT:  ( 


TO: 


Unidentified  Airborne  Light 


Coanandir^  General  • 

Air  Materiel  Coitiiand 
Wright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 

AlTHt,  Chief,  Intelligence  Department 


1.  The  inclosed  report  is  forwarded  to  70ur  department  for 
analysis  and  cosment*  It  is  probable  that  a definite  conclusion 
cannot  be  reached  from  the  facts  presented  in  the  report. 

% 

2.  The  nature  of  the  observation  suggests  a possibility  of  the 

object  being  a lifted  balloon.  However,  this  explanation  was  ex- 
plored v^en  LTJG  Haven  was  interviewed  by  Technical 

Capabilities  Branch.  LTJG  Haven  stated  that  Jet  fighters  had  made 
interceptions  on  his  aircraft  on  many  occasions.  He  stated  that  the 
li^t  had  a speed  range  much  greater  than  a Jet  fighter.  It  appeared 
to  circle  his  aircraft  at  a terrific  rate  of  speed,  even  vAien  cllinb- 
ing.  The  rate  of  climb  was  estimated  to  be  over  2000  feet  per  minute, 
Therefore,  it  would  notbe  possible  to  class  this  incident  as^  lighted 
weather  balloon,  if  the  description  is  considered  accurate.  ' 

3*  It  is  requested  that  this  rep<^  be  reviewed  and  evaluation 
forwarded  to  this  Headquarters. 

BT  COMMAND  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  STAFF: 


1 Incl:  LESTER  S.  HAFRIS 

Ltr  fr  LTJG  Haven  to  Hq  USAF,  Colonel,  USAF 

dtd  29  Nov  50,  "Encounter  with  Chief,  Technical  Capabilities  Branch 
strange  ]:^enomena  vdiile  night  Evaluation  Division 
flying"  and  Ltr  fr  CO,  Air  DeveloDArectorste  of  Intelligence 
nent  Sq  Three  to  Hq  USAF,  Dtd  30  Nov 
50,  same  subject 
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REUR  LETTER  APOIN-V/TC  DATED  29  DEC  CONCERNING  UNIDENTIFIED  aYINQ 


OBJECTS  REPORTED  3Y  L 


NO  DEFINITE  COWaUSIONS  CAN  BE  REACHED 


ON  BASIS  OP  FACTS  PRESENTED.  OSI  HAS  BEEN  REQUESTED  TO  CHECK  ON  TfHETHER 
REPORTS  ?/ERS  RFXSIVED  FROM  OTHER  PERSOWJEL  AT  THE  SANE  TIME  AND  GENERAL 
LOCATION.  AS  SOON  AS  REPLY  IS  RECEIVED  AMC  COLJIENTS  WILL  BE  FORWAREED. 
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Subjt  Encounter  with  strsnge  phenoraenn  while  nifht  flying 

1«  Vnillo  on  c routine  night  reder  nevlgotlon  flifht  from  ItAS  Atlmtlc  City 
on  the  night  of  7 Kovewber  1950|  the  follovlng  Incident  toolc  plono^  I was 
flying  en  r**turnlng  fron  ecpwrrd,  rnd  honinr:  in  on  WA*!,  L'‘’:eh'irat.  Af 

ve  ap^rorched  liehehurst  at  r.i>proxl!nrtrly  3i^OO  feft,  I bec'-j.-ie  av/rre  of  a slnrle 
oterdy  white  light  to  my  strrborrd  ebout  five  (5)  mllee,  which  I Jvdged  to  be 
pnother  rlrcrrft*»  fup.elrge  light.  Thlr  light  wao  slightly  ebove  me,  at  rbout 
li,000  feot  end  moving  in  a southeaeterly  direction  et  ap’)roxlm''tcly  ay  airepend 
or  slightly  greeter,  Bec-uee  of  the  steady  light,  I bellved  thlc  wee  mother 
military  clrcraft  operating  from  lehehurpt  or  Atlantic  City  and  inrtructe'^  riy 
crewman  to  sv/ltch  our  radar  to  "intercept"  eo  we  could  tert  out  this  uprt  of 
our  gear  before  retiar.'.in^  to  base.  The  tl-.e  was  about  1915^»  as  we  were  duo  to 
land  at  1930*  Then  I pulled  up  in  a cllght  climbing  t'oi'n  In  order  to  get  on 
this  object's  tail.  The  visibility  was  extremely  excel?.cnt  with  no  ov^rerst, 
end  v/lth  rll  the  stare  and  planets  showing  brightly.  It  v;?s  no  effort  to  dincern 
the  motion  of  this  object  bcccusc  of  the  brck{?‘ound  of  the  ctrre.  Aftrjr  rolllie 
out  on  this  object's  course,  It  turned  a little  more  southerly  'ud  seemed  to 
settle, down  and  2 presumed  1 \.re  directly  behind  it,  still  some\li''t  lo\/er.  In 
less  time  thc.t  it  takes  to  tell,  this  light,  without  makin.-:  "uy  kind  of  revere-''! 
turn,  boro  down  on  me  in  a slight  dive,  pescLig  directly  ov*^r  my  ernopy,  at  m 
Inci'odible  speed,  about  100  to  ?00  feet  above.  Pucr-led  at  this,  ny  first  rcrc- 
tion  wr.B  thrt  we  had  origins-lly  met  head  on,  rnd  that  this  wrs  some  aircrrft 
without  runnin^;  lights  pud  that  It  hsd  been  a close  mlsr.  for  ooth  of  us,  I:'.form- 
Ing  my  crcvrnaji  of  \?h'*t  took  piece,  he  dlsregsrdrd  his  rrd'i*  operi  tion  and  proceeded 
to  witness  the  folloVii^  events.  1 then  pulled  into  a tii^it  "flipper"  reversal 
turn  In  order  to  see  this  light  again.  As  bcfox*e,  it  vt's  till  slightly  higher 
tlxan  I,  nnC  this  tine  1 was  positive  we  were  on  hln  tail.  Fus''ln~  to  normsl 
rated  power  and  blimblng,  1 attempted  to  hold  the  light  In  front  of  me,  thin  ob.^ect 
made  another  ho-d  on  pass,  veering  slightly  port  fjxd  below  so  th^t  my  crcv.nsin 
could  see  it  too.  Still  nothing  but  a single  white  ligl^t,  close  to  10  to  1?  inches 
in  dimnetcr.  It  moved  with  fantastic  speed.  Since  ve  were  close  aboard  2Trvy 
Lakehurst,  about  five  (3)  miles  north,  I tried  cont'^ctlng  their  tover  twice  on 
lU2.7^  mcs.  with  no  response.  Still  engaging  In  this  cat  ani  mouit  tag  gene  with 
this  light,  and  recrlllng  that  our  own  eewdron  hrd.  some  Jets  f nd  other  AD' s 
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pli'oorn«|  X BVitehed  to  oxer  tnusdron  common  frenuoney,  and  requented  p88letr*noe 
from  eay  "confine"  aircrpft  In  the  vlcinityf  Th®  3onpiP4idinc  Officer  rnd  his  vlng- 
rand  In  tvo  rjievrered,  and  eet  cow*®®  for  Lakehorst.  In  the  meenvhlle,  oftor 

fire  (^)  to  six  (S)  paere®,  thle  object  and  I got  Into  a port  orbit*  I freruently 
checked  ay  in&trurente  for  altltt^e  end  enrliiC  limitations,  end  flew  in  a oO®  climb- 
ing port  brnlc,  indicr^ting  150-135  hts.  This  light  continued  to  turn  cbout  me  in 
wider  cllabing  turns,  making  about  two  orbits  to  my  one.  At  11,300  feet  1 pbrn- 
doned  the  chrse  end  eir.ply  orbited  in  order  to  keep  the  object  in  sight,  ’..Tien  the 
Conmrnding  Officer  reported  over  McGuire  A33  at  lU,000  feet  I turned  my  lights  from 
"Oiffl"  to  "Bright",  reporting  we  were  still  in  a port  orbit,  but  I estiir^ted  the 
object's  height  at  about  IS, 000  feet  still  cllnblng  in  a wide  orbit  end  growing 
dlarcr,  ay  the  tine  they  arrived  over  me,  the  object  still  apie^xed,  thou^^  frlnt, 
et  about  c5,000  feet.  All  this  took  pl?ce  in  a period  of  25  to  30  minutes,  end  at 
the  Commending  Officer's  sugrestlon  v;e  returned  to  brse.  The  Commanding  Officer 
never  did  si^t  the  light,  but  hl«  v;lngmrn  did, 

Kuvlng  had  ei^erlenca  with  Jets  against  convention*'!  in  "Dog  Jlghts",  I have 
a good  idea  of  their  speed,  but  thi?  object  in  the  cncoimter  described  previously 
was  making  at  least  t\*ico  that  speed,  or  approxlma.tely  COO  kts.  ’Thllc  it  wrs  prse- 
Ing  1 tried  hard  to  distinguish  a shape  or  form  of  wia^  or  airfoil,  but  could  see 
nothin*;  but  this  white  llj^t.  Pulling  up  even  more  after  it  p^'seed,  1 tried  to  see 
if  I could  hit  its  wash  or  slipstream,  but  there  wa-S  none.  Only  this  single  ste-'dy 
white  ll^t  that  could  laove  with  phenomenal,  speed  and  rmeuverability. 
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